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In January MTC adjusted our Arizona watershed long-

term drought  map scale to match the National 

Drought Monitor scale. 

Drought Category Old Percentile New Percentile 

D0 – Abnormally Dry 26th - 40th  21st - 30th  

D1 – Moderate drought 16th - 25th  11th – 20th  

D2 - Severe drought 6th – 15th  6th – 10th  

D3 - Extreme Drought < 5th  2nd – 5th  

D4 - Exceptional Drought N.A. < 2nd  



MTC continues to provide weekly input to the National 

Drought Monitor to ensure that their weekly map 

accurately represents conditions in Arizona.  The 

Arizona participants include: 

  NWS, USGS, NRCS, ADWR, CLIMAS, University of 

Arizona Agricultural Extension, State Climate Office, 

the Navajo Nation, and local drought impacts groups. 

 

NWS and the State Climate Office hosted a Southwest 

symposium on Hydrometeorology that included 

sessions on drought and water resources.  The MTC 

participated in the panel discussion along with some 

of our stakeholders 



Other activities include: 

 

Monthly summary of the short-term drought 

conditions as depicted in the National Drought 

Monitor  

 

Quarterly mapping of long-term drought conditions 

for Arizona watersheds 

NCDC now produces a daily gridded temperature 

and precipitation dataset so we will be able to 

increase the resolution of our long-term maps 

beyond the watershed scale.   
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Thank you ! 
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